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Prlvate Calvin Ellis Briont No 3239. nnlisted 8th July 1915 Australian
Erpeditionary Forces. Tratning in l\itrelbourne then Enbarked-llth Oct 1915 Boat
diverted end w€nt into action by c.hargmg Mt Sugar Loaf, The Brttish 61st Dtv
did not attack and a large number of them killed and Cal wounded, He was taken
back to Lemnos Island and then Egypt for rrccovery then on the SS GALEKA
with the 6th Battalion charged Gallipoli and was wounded, retunred to safety and
{pcov^ery then back, i{o action being captured as h:lsoner of War at levantie by
the Germans qn 19 July 1916. Ta[en to a Prisoner of VYar camp on the 12tf,
August 1916. Exchange Prisoner of TVsr repatriated to Holland lSth April 191E.
Returned to Ensbnd to Wellmouth Eospital 27th Februery 1919. Returned to
Australia on the Neyasa on the 5th March 1919,
Winner of the following decorations:-
-tfl{ 1o 1916 Star, Brit-ish War Medal, Yictory Medal l(ings prisoner of War
Medal.

Part lI the IIAISER I'hrc$teus rt*+;rlti C+;rqtiest alrd $ppresrirw.
Calviui &lllis llriant g$es iu \4:?ir.

IIECiSIOI{'f{} c* To w,AR
Cal and his brcrher Alf decided that they would ioin a oumber of oth€r bovs ftom the

Ballarat area to join forc€$ and fix up thece Huri ttrat tk&tened the Britistr emoire i'here was a
feeling that all we treasured as pea'ple with &eedom was about to be taken awai from the world.
Yy g-dna parents bad fought against the a few pmple that thought they could dominate us and
!!ry y€rq not goug to get away with it- They w€f,e trot going to sit around and wait for tbe
Kaiset's.German troo_ps to domiinte the world with their arogance.

Alf was and I were defermined to join rp, while Cil was only 18 years old and was
equally deterrnined Lq wanted to come birt tre was much to young ind hail a bad leg. Their
father Alfrod said that cal was too young but he would rather hive 6th toys keeping ari eye on
. each other so he agre€d 0o ld Cat gb.



TRAINING IN BALLARAT AND THEN MELBOTJRNE

fainingEicobringingthen o Melbounne, to b€based d Ascot Valejug out-side Melborfire.
Befue leaving sonle wene givea rifles to carry ntile we mtrcbd do'rn Sturt St with all the
sowds waving us gm&ye. At the ead of the inach we had to give therifles ba* as they had
been bmon ed fiom Eivxe people, polia
that t$ryga.ve us ry.aevery it$y gptnE
been bmoned fiomEivxepeople,policrand atyonetta corld l-@n th€m. The trmics or orrfrts
that thy gave us waevery itchy ardthey di&rt ft very well but the officen ju$ said we wurlduw uley gave us were v€ry [cny au ney ([(ml nl very w€u Dm ne omc€N Jurgrow into thettr 6 they wonld skink until thery fitted. So it uras off to Mdbo@e

Initial training in Ballamt was done to bdh bsys Aff jobing fu$ and this meant Alf lras
n dte plntoon iltd Cal in the other. The initial trainins ki$€d thsn o$ and save some bsicgave some basicflaced inmeplriloolrand 9al in tteotha. The initialhaining

l$h 4pnl l9l8Prise€r
tr to Pri$er of IVar Aged 21 Years
HollandHopital Aged 22 Y€ars

!$!t_{o l9l8 anived in Eogtaoit Aged Z Veai$
l9l8 f"eter ft_sn King ar Bu&inghad'hhce Agod 22 years
AwarHtheKing GetrSe5th M€dal fereirnii'e Prisd€rs of War.
??ndltebnnry l9l-9 qi* q Hospiht Weynourh 

-Agod 
23 Yss

At Mdbouroe there were ttousalds of ttoos s€rywhfte, vou could nc reooenise €adl
clher we all boked thc sam. Basic trainins was td hand&; a rifle. ilb on fre bavqg-md h
bow n charga Drill ws to inail obedieirce but we wse kcea atrd &d ihat had to 

'be 
done, I pas

m @king fanard to the tip @ sea es this was rc an expciqrce I had other rlsn boding on
the lake onca
INFORMATTON SI'PPIIED BY TI# AUSTRALTAN IMPERIAL FORCES.

Cah,'u, EIfiB Dr&rfr PrMc No i239 AIF World Wor L Backwvd
Iafomtfrot d lapoftaat Dans I Eis tean of age.

l. 27S July 1896 C E Briaflt Bun lilaybaough Agpd 0 Yeas
2 EducatdlGedongGrammar
3. Ivtoved to Ballaat as a motor m€chanic.
4. 24 June 1915 Amlicatim to Join forces Ased 18 veas
5. &h Julv l9l5 dieof Enlisment Ased 18-v€an'
6. gthJulv 1915Odhof enli*nculFesqi l8vws
7. lath Jrilv 1915 Trainine cano Ascc Val-e Amd 18 Years
8. 22nd Arigu* l9l5 &h*Baatalioa fUingtor-lge0 19 Yea$
9. llrh Od 1915 hreofEmbarkmat 19v€ds
10. F*nrcy f916 5&h Bat (15th Brgg ftom 6h Bto. Landed t emntie and

charged Sugu t ef & Reired.
I l. 2 lsf trvlarch 1916 Wouod€d h actim Fnasoe Aced 20 Years
12, RrDatrided fu recol,€rv Gnstmd we think ffi63y have b€€tr Esyd)
13. 3ni AFil 1916 Taken rin-srdrgb 59rh Bd fton nfuy nc Zld fiiiriinggattalion Ased Z) YearE
14'. 4& Aril 191-52nd Fiddos&h BaLAs€d2O Y6s
15. l2fi Atril l![!. fir f*. on Board SS GALEKA 4 1a6p6 f6I qnding

on Gallipoll Wounded r€trEated Ared 1) Yeas
16. lTth lutrd 1916 Enbdtedto BEFAlixandira on II7 llansylvania Aged 20

Y€ds
17. 23rd Juoe 1916 Dis€{nba*d from Transylvania d ldarceiEes Aged 20

Years
15th July 1916 Prisoncrof War Cdrred at kvantie Ased A) Y€art
l&h Oca 1916 DEeatim at llaishen tron Dislinen Aeed-20 Y€ds
Dec 19l7ibe&ron Iriagand Queea to Prismer of *arAged2l YeI
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18.
19.
n.
2t.
n.
n.
24.
a.
26.
n.
a.
29.

2?th F€bruary 1919 f.Io 2 Co{n ficp Weyiso$h Hosdral Aeed 23 veas
5th Mff& 1919 enbsd@d ftom Englanil oa SS Nevas to Frtland
Victcia Ased23Ytrs
3rd lvlgld l9t9 Disclgrg€d fton Hocpiral Avonmorlt Ae€d 23 y€ars
19ft Augu$ 1919 Serveil with Hmori and disablod. DiscfiargBd Aged 23
Years



23. Britishers on the Engines
There *tre 24 Auxiliary engine vmrting inthis qurry and the greater prt of the &ive$

wereFrachsleo whohadtheplumb jobsbeforewe ardvo4 this was much lighter workand
aftera[itqasthearginesthatrbrtedidttre&iversastney ri'erent hard to &ivi anyllay, sdl
theGenmnsput sorneBriti$erssr toaouplitrgwagotrsmd replaced the Fradries with Cre(mn
drivers and guess wtp gd s€l€ded- I frfurk the selectioa of me fo this job was (razy br.c I qasn't
going to complain Me illnes was qiling acay now and often my stomach becarrc empty mrc
often tlan before so I was geftingbefier. The Gamansrwgnisod th* I was deeriorating and had
gd paiftfly thin and n* capable of heavy ululc Wdl we bdh mrldn't be dght md I ho@ eat
I knen, I had tnned tfte oorner now'

The Csnan frivers wEte b6ed $,ith this meoial task of drivitrg and it c/as nd loog bdcfie
I was doiog all the &iving on my agine and fte Gernan did the coupling up' The boss Herr
Muller saw this and picked 6e tbree bes driver operators, a Sodsmao aDd tc/o Australians to
driveor apermanentb6si& AsI hdbeenonepicledlhadgred Fide in bokiog aft€t &eengine
ar4 tr-J4qgto-takecareof ry mde*.a3wellTwoof my ndesb€€memySssisarywith coudyrg
md$okingtheengine,wedangedorcaswegottiedofjumping q and &nm ftun the engine
to t€nd to the wBgon& This wort we eqioy€d doing but also this rdeased mue Gcmms O figlt
cnn conrades in the treaches.

24. A One Days Job, Eow Long ?
It was a bea$ifirl day ard the ncoing srn $ooeon the rails and our enging we had little

$pervision noer md decided tbat we wordd take,a jory ddg this wonld mean we wquld lose orn
jobshn v/batthe-hdllesdo it and €{rjoy it.we wc-e toldty tbeGqoan comdlcr to get softe
wasons of dirt. these bad alreadv beeo sorted ou from &d stone in the mmhalline va,rd l\
pided up the_rvagqgs of @t an6 tqg! q€q to an incline and tucked theo, goind'6trrc g

yald We
uicked up the wag@s of dirt anil took +hen to an incline and fucked theo. soini off b ee
ano$er li* 4d anchc engine o prtt the lmd" Thg-two eagines prehed the na$d's uti'te iactineanffiler rfi atro afirrcr eng lel{tDur ue ImG ltrelwo €ng|ne3 Du8neo ue waffirs uD u9 mcnoe
* tbe end of which uas an-aea fri drmping din We nrsEd tlr&n rp md le.ft i[e c*hb engine on
top to assi$ with the furying piloce&re,

Back fuvn the slope.c€ sp{ docn fte hill as fast as wc muld withos heeding the
violed morrcmort of dre enehe mcldns alme the railg we thousfrt it a ec,eat i*e anil nw
omrades strted yetling aad eseamins f& iq.-the -rqhe was se$iis d* offonO-arU I adidl
theb'rakeshrdbrttootrteastbeensiiebrtthbrdlsa;d$dtqliootdirefi tkouph fre soft?*rt *
the edges of the track me fcfy E above a rmd ruoning ahgrtde.-As the-engine slov/€d it
started to topple 6r€r d a peorlii angle and ju$ b€fore it $op€d crejumped off od=the safe side.

Wheowegotborfee tbnrewsouengineperdod sonefoty ftrt &wethe rmdat a
cnzy angle with this hge noud o1 6461 6lrffng her up. Tte flying ging sm uived and with
gnd assistance em nary pe@lg the earth *as rwed and nerw rails md sl€rD€rs inst.lled.
The eaFre qms b@'d up ard a fl* arca axound it cmstrnded fr a numbs of tc# iad$ wtich
wete used to sbwly manoeuvre the eosine bac& o tb tnctr. ll/bea thie was d&r! we M o
light the boiles again and go€ed very dwly oyer fre Etrmry rrd(s uilil back into tfre
ncmal lines again We bad $cceeded in bhc&ing ofr frr some tinb a vial pieoe of line c/tidl
causod lrite x fuss Fq solne r€asm w€rybody was to itrvolvd in mectins the goblems and
ddays to ut bhuingg{poe We wcre daaildl to ee ceffial aea m tte brcfr gu!,r tineto pick
qp some oery uagons, This al€a wzs tbercal railwav area with very hee and imuEssiye ensh€g
teatd up fu bulk ha.rlage of br4r mr equipmeaf. f,ie came ba* as 

-fas 
as wd could soe#ne

alo*rg thetracks , q€piog G€rnens ce8 md-trt* piag aloag the rmd paralld to the IiRi, as th6
EIrcts oossed tlle mads we bl€n, qn whistle ild ju$t bdged $raigt{ m througt the acsing
son€ti{es just mi$ing German Vehicles as *e did inn fl* &rt run tict to tte qu&ry,
25. Escape

Chrirtmas uag wdl clear and tre Alliod forces bad a raid ur the Gerrnans. this meant thd
dre Germms would then telre some renisals. This tine they nade rs *md b for fhe entire &v. 8
bfirs without si-tting down c noving amund, h had tr€tir snowing of cornse and we wer6'ill
equipedwith cldhingr.



One ofthe newlv arrived Austratians got frozeil and fdl down. I cia$ near him and nahlally went
to helo him. whie my back T/as turnd a sentry hit ne and anothr pnisoner started aguing with
tte sdtrv anarc ept the bt$t fur his efforts tio. This was very tltrfutrnalE as we qrly had less
than fivdmiflseslofinistrtte8 horrsWh€olcameto they werewotingo Se other lad who I
had hdned but was in a bad wav. Thsy hdoed meback to b€d and I war rcny si*. I tried to gp
down tfre $eos and ended rp qiwlinri lac& inside. I couH not ge rvrm and-couldn't sleep with
thisterriblelieadadeand the hsck of my head ftlt like smme had pd an €g on it and&e
soft slicky lunp thrdbed away all nig!*.

Wheo I was Saken bv a comrade it was iust after 5:fihm and time fs wqlc I was nd
thinkins to wdl and the chan'hdped me g€t fressed aad assi$ed @ to worlc You had to gp b
wak oieet a do$e of lead in thc 6elh. uisolrers th* disameaed these days did nd retun- On a
rare oosfron someme refixed to winii or complained of lxing ill and threy ju$ gor il ftere snd
then wilh a bog straigfitthn4! thehead

I shuffied of to woft as if there was ndhins wrung with dose smort from wo* maes
Bu wh€n I sfalt€d worting oh boy oh boy, I fdl frd gudUteC and grodel all Qy atrd p.9 piIl
iu$ gd wuse ad worse aad I coirld d i'r* a good nigt$ de€p, just dropping of fu a whitre and
inenf wonld watre sp nFin One of tbe guards hd marioned that I was feiling and I was setrt to
the Doc'tqwho bad Eetran$ded to beHoqital thd I had dt€adod b€tua

Aftet s,eraldaysofE€ahed and a littb tendemess ftom nrrses ud sorre good food I
was shifted ido the bairadrs w6p 5s6s F.nglisbaud Austfalia$ wete tept This made a good
chanse talldne to mal€s in onr orm linm and the wrvssdion* abot$ daces we all tnery bact

. homdnrade m1 fed a bit bmesidc I vd noved irto Mler wd io the bancfts wi& diffet€nt
nuioralities and a viery or*side th camo tkoudr tq/o ross of bqb€d wire anda perirneer rcad
s€parf,tiry a fumen paddodr. Tte gr&e h€riuge not as frieadly and I gpess i had to pnove
mvsdf with them so I made frieads with ander man wlp bad a bed near ms

The ward of sick Drismfrs vas aborfr tw€ntv fed &rorn the vire and we watched as the
senties pabolcd outside tfle two lot$ of wirs abo$ E ?ed talt

Abcut twdve o'dock st nigh,t we sudd€nly had two mrc prisoners in oW bEacks" they
ttrned out to be F-ussians and clir$ed under otn beds urnil the semies had drcckod qn ward. We
b*€d out the win&w and the s€rtrv had rctumed to his ssrtrv box. The Russians sli@€d
outsideandrantotrewireqlning&ptixornstra$l$ard $lippdtfturgb to the nea f€rre diing
the ramethey wercoff,

T[o dher Russiang came ino the crard ad came over b the window. One said UGO,
UGO, Ard thetwo us did not hesitate, we did no need a secmd invitatiq. It vm cold and we '
had all our dothes on, so weFt on our cxnB ard slippd qt of the wb&w md rlan to the wire
cromhed rp and as silent as poxnble we slipp€d unds the wfue stidieg along otr or bdlies
thongh the two fences and ra like hdl asoss the p€rimd€r tra{t atrd ino the farners Sdoct
of Sutede hndpn WE crouched over and ro along the rows of SwG, wty couldtr't they have
b€etr hightr. I didtr't ho*, wh€le *e werc ping fi* hru we hado g* thtie as fast as pirssible
away ftom the senfies In or cmditim we w€t€ nd modng vcy wdl and tb€n two $Cs rang
out A sweeping ligb zudfuiy wi& it$ beam full ioto the trd ad we fied o dirypear inO the
dirt.

When the light noved ov€r to aoc*h€r iuqr w€ ran eain and suddaily there was srxnone
sanding in ftmt of us" I &n't know wbo got the bigest sM, he c ug We were dme in and
hebd a shd gun poinfed d us. After nuch shoding we *arted *alking back tou/rds the carip.
Seffiies were running around werywhere. As we neared the alry gate we w€re trter b5r the
senries a'd pshed at the poiot of theh bayods inb the camp pa$ the senties ald irto lte
compound. The seouies smd gurd wer usand we were exbu$ed andcotrldnt mowanybow,
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- Suddenly thce were pisoners ererywherre and we were picked up and moved off. The
gua,ds wae bellowing and stated firing in the ah. what pan&rimium drere nas, orn dirty otd
cldhs were taken of us and neur one put on lae senries roade wervone sand *ilt aai ne
s€arch€d for the prismers wh had disippeared in the cmwd Lisht$ sw€t* a6oss the d€a and
wtef, tho Gefitans came to ne I tbouglifl nas done fc as it wa! a cold^nidrt aod here I was
$anding there sweating He didtr't seem to notioe and moved or, we wer:e slered back into the
barracla and the sedies conbed the cads couting heads and $ill th€,v did nc ncice I wss the
mly ooe.there sweatiqg little later the oiha prisoerer-with merciurned to ttle vrard but we had no
tlme to dlscuss what hamsred.

Tbe nert mcning ue vrcre told tbd ju$ after we left the c*her two Russians slipDed out
the window and tkough the crire, The senry didnt see them rmtil therr were wdl cls. 

'6,warer
he spotted one Russian and fred A him as f,e ran, bf didn't SGt all tbd &r sone 30 feg ino fte
swede@_dock he fdl aen4 Th9 otha Russim gpve up and they canied the oth€r back into
camp. As there wac a geat aeal of ndse the Gerro f ntr was oi moltins his fidd whea he
canr across us There were abq$ 15 roldien running-all qver his EUds ad-the fight rwinging
here and there cih€tr rhe 8€ffiql sule fu with tte two of us. They all want outsidetoTmk andiol
kmw the r€st as I have described.

the dead knsian had o a ftogs boots and they were retumed to bfu after a lcf of
que*ims being aR!e4 he c.as m& a grea deal of suspilim and had to behave himser all the
tfue cr would gS tte rifle butr.

we h€ard lat€r rhrr the firs tc/o Ru$ians got acxay itrto Horand and were seat back to
England atrd ths!-bac& to Russia. While in Englafr thq idt parcds to th met€s sirh l€fers
wishingt"hemwdl

26. Not Yery llappy Tine
The Gernms were v€ry rpse* wer this ccape and all areas were tdd to inwove their

se(rlrity. Thry sent all the Britichers bac* n tteir canps, whether the wounds bad heiled or nc.
This gave me a fdudgh hck in a difrerent camp fuf r€qioyed vw mrdr as thev had cmcens
and der adiviti€s frat go',idd a diversioa fiom Eisit life,- This olae .&as fa sue
safe$E&d with hb gdeg on t$,o wir€ feoces with s(fotrig otr tte innri wire as wc as the
perircder. The iunq tetr bd wire fence had a dectrifed wire five fooi above the erumd and
ao{ier m the torp, the orter fence also 1* 161 triglr and theo a tweofy fo61 .'at "l r16fios aroutrd
theperimder br mo* of the carrp aea" This was-not a flace o escaf fton zuily.

The Fren& hd built a tuond unds atl of 6is ad had tioberpd the cals to a/oid €ar&frtls, they had lit trelrmd with elecriciry ftrom the cmp. The h$nd c.es cnlde brr thev fin8[v
got acro$s. to atrdb€f sryede nrnip pa&tbdc ele night twdy seyea risooefs escaped od o:f
ms ffi otrly tnrse got to Holhnd, scv€ral otk died and twedy two u/ere refirned to the camp.

Thqe was oocf good tnowledgp of the sunurnding arca the uismen told of theirjotrn€ts and tbat the bcder war mly twenty tilornetes away-with 6nlv rie sr"" river to cross,
E"y t"9 nanaged b Sp tralfut ud-layover during-the day and Eavel at nieht. This
mr(XnaDoo nuule many p€oples minil fhink about €scapi4g ad unsefiled mry

. _.Onething seemed certain noqrths Ididn't &inklwoutd goback to&eewry rgain, sra
leas I boped I v/ouldn'r.

27. Parcels are Life
lis camp uas 6lled wifr many nationalities who were watoG each with their own

parcel ofEceand mail was suted and diirribrlod to &e different woikine Etrties iE their distri(ts.
r'{eady ar the trH| uere NCo's witb jus a fenr pirraes who w€fe beii-g trasferred somewhere
e$a A rew were keF tof camp drti€s such as going to the smion ad collecting the gcds andmit etc
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At 6is time there was a ld of new pnismers among us and we had diffiorlty in srryplymg
moueh food" we did the bes we could as in abqrt tkee &ys time ther qrould be in diffcent
camfrandsomeonedseg,oblern TheGernar Officerwho was in chargt of the trdnsf€$ waa a
real ""8'", when he gave an ordo you junp€d very qui*ly. Prirmers avoid bim tike th plaguq
if he entcred a barrd you world see ma jurping out the windws arerywtere, especially those
who were dodging worlc. Tte officer soon woke to this ploy and had gurds around the or*side
and tley were then dgailed the heavie* wo* arurnd the camp as puni$med-

Qns thing about this place *ar that the Red Goss srpplied cJothing ard the ma lmked
ryick and qpan dresses in their black suits wi6 a broad brown bond uound their left arm and a
band down 6eir trdr8€r legs The butto$ wer€ polished bmss ed we had boots that were
cleaned The black uniforn had a nrchins co and the whole olfit cras a &eam to own and
des€rved looking after. Tbey came in two-sizdr, to big and two small hrt a bft of snetding c
fuinking solved thd Fobl€n.'lfte sat€rial was qrrse wov€n and itched fu a bit but gimd and
urarm. Th€re were meo wb woted w in hland ad frry wete is$ed with Goatskins and
Jad$oots and unollen capc tha they w6re * a fimny angle,lky certaioly did look tid$ but
ws€ appreciated. I bad wb* was ,ziled a good time here althcngh the civilian werc abominSle 1o
wort with. I cns Er orto @ing pon*oes and rc 6 two oth€r ligb jobs ftat I didn't mindtm
rhucfi,

2E. A New Friend
I vas intsodrcod o a cmporal POPE, a Frcndy wb lived in Australia and had a business

in SYDNEY and when wa brokb or he wert to{rdp his moaklatrd ad herres grcd faise for
the wort he did fc the Australians, he could peak Frcnc*r, Gerna and a rusb€r of o{h€r
languages with dinEqrtty, and had ttte job of geting compasses md maps ftr thoae being
han$ared, beryent a geat deal of time iruEucting tbese rs m whd b do if they managed to
€scee. The tbat did esc4e invaaiably nade it safdy to th€ bcdfr atrd back home.

He hetped deens of peqle gd away fon the Germam On one omsim he found two Gernan
unifsms and gave them b two Aushalians who simply cdlked out of carp ad into Holland
withou any dif8crdty. &ly two days walking, brtr if caryht thet world have been $C amding
tol,Iarshati law.T6t Lawgaes Uiat prismdr wto we6 attoiding to €scape in prison dchd
and wae caught would gd 14 day of hrdlabour,ir civilian doth€s 2l days of hrd hbour $d
as in the Quarries etc- brf in a Gsman uniform they were just shd.

Well you can ake it ftom me fra yor not ooly w€re ptt too smrt in the quaries yor gd
beatings andit seemed nevertobereleastil fromtheiluary, ithoug! I had- The tiuer exftience
d esc4ing md thea beiog caugh had p$ meinto the Qnrry wo* very quir:kly.

thie caqp tar large and elted Fre&iclafield by mme, it tad a high platftrm rnoused oo
tow€rs d eac,h cmer on which was mqlrted macfiine gtm p'rrlrlac€med, with the snmg
srveillance team of Germao mldiers and y€ry suo'ng action ii ary ofence oconred-

Offside this was a larp mitmv cam. with itrftfiv. dtilkrv atrd a full conmaod aod
staff ftcilities There ciere Germail sot&ers d'irvwnere d ail'tines of the dar or aiefrt. You can
see that it was a diffi@lt place to escape fron lirr wke there is a will th€*: is 3 {foy. this yas
dtrcilt to plan with thd targe nunbk of ob$ac{es and ntnoqm cirrumsanceq 

-rmidr 
taA

causedthemuy that had fid b be capfued befce geting &r anaay. Thce &d had srcoeeded
werevery lu*y indeed

29. Travel Back to the Quarries
After two weeks here I was zudileoly surrunoned and infcmed that I was beins sent bock

to the Qurry uru*ing perty. Boy oh boy fts I depresse4 I tlpugbt I had gd away 
-from 

all of
tbat. oh well

I
I



The nip back qas quite pleasant as I oonld see the country side which was all urder
qdtivatbn A larse c@l nine with huqe cable runnine 6'ert€ad frr miles and nollevs of coal
passiag each *h& swineing bock ud-forth atong tl* caUes. Ttte mines often a nrie or two
?4fEtatre (ffi€d W to €a{D other while in dh€r plsces th€re s€€m€d a bundr of mis in a
grorp thet fsd frs mrin folley lire which wert all the nay to tle River RHINE Rdeded oro
dher treryort f6 diSribrnion thro4but the coutry.

Aswetravellodamstheounfry we fimlly came o tle RIIIIG, which cta$ a b€a$iftl
rivq so wide and with so manv rivti boats vciu would nA bdieve it There were bods
evcrywhse rp o the banlso atl ri'ith rnoy lighi tid illuminatod 6e entire arta The main city
was iu$ ahead ad soon w dr€n, into the huse DUSSELDORF stdim which u/ias verv busv
indeEd, peoplenrshing€t/€fywh€re, we were tatren dorvn long cteps to a doql tunnd and-frnatli'
readed a patrcm to catdr tb DIIISBI RG tafu q,hid c/as to lerye less than blf an hour trater.
Wbile walking abngthepldfmr a wonq came upto meand ryd in Ey frca I cas Sodcd md
ma& s move lqqnre h€r, Sepadck€d and ss€anod and the grod rurh€d ms onum& by
giving me the riflehdt in thebdr

We eived at DUITU*6 -6 clansed o our train fq WULFKA.--TIL tle iqmeil bejne
unev€ntful witb ftedismal tbmgfuof gpingback rgain mrlparival very $k*'g€fting tkie €fili
Slm&v msrine. we r|an(ed back to &e Dle I usd to like . the finrilir *mg ourrv anil
barrac&s. We stdit ad de wh ftod wu hh wer ftom c*hers as thete unas no wort thit Suidav.
This had bern thb only Srdy off thry had in the past 3 wedrs and tky tdd me dre ooly &y off
for the nert noch. Wb* a ffiecming.

35. Towards tbe End.
We were E€nt w€r to No 2 Qmrl' fc some wagons, the ceam engine but I had to ascedd the
gr€d€r pafi of the dirt tradq thea &yn agah into the No 2 Quey @ the oth€r sida On anivine
at tb€ fu eod of the qutrry, two oth€r st€am €'rgnes had gv€a us dsistance by prshing dre
wagms rp tle hill oo th9 dlit tinc, to tba ftom wifr tXir we &rU -'!agp to Oe ufu bf Ue seep
pdt, tt€re cias a snsll rise we ould hdethen t rns all &m hilt orie engine wonld leara so
$e dher tc,o of us had to stoD to h€ak tr morple tbe srpine oed to orns,-lbis cras fue and
we sated b prsh up to the f,nat 6p of the rise, oi diviog he wagons *ated to leave us b€hin4
ju$ as we inteoH. We ble* the wNle r€peat€dy as a rirarning to ebers and fied to catdr rry,
burnping then an ftW, it lodced as if we '&erc trjing b rdi*ftem esaiq oh wtd mnageous
dt€qrts*€w€re mating

One of tte lower polyered €r'grnes uas shrmfing (sotine) wruoos be|ow snd @ntd hardh
movealong Fe &ivc srHng he ould not ge ot of if,d ray il tirE, qeaed up her thrwles ai
far as he cqtld to gc as nud ryeed and then juryed clear.

This vas easily thebect thing he couldhave dme fu wi&itr the next in$ant thfre cra$ an
eoqmous ciash as the uagons stnrch it fron behind the ragms &ove tbrwgh the cab and on
into the boiler whidr went offlike a hugp bomb thorvins frse gm€s uu iilo the air. Stones
raincd every wherre some wed fifty yeaft m mqe. The bd* df fte *as soa$€d dplr in with
wagolrs piled arourd it The y.gmb look€d as if thews€ ild tkorm from a seat heiefu od lay
in a hTp p.ile un m buh s!& oflte Ead( S@ we linif rp in turrs and dhen wie Oc*inL
up in tb air wtile ches slid o'er the edse of the snffy and-lav m &ere sides ad on tlre dd
sidethey fdltwury fedintoa dit{h itraracamtti*ofhd. Y6u cqrld sav &inss w€le a bit of
a mcss Orneaginibad groudtoabaltata safedishnceasweumchedthe'pediubreffect

_ - Weqrere amusod b say tk lea$ this cruld ah rh€d donn a bit brt we had to be very
caeful as the Gernans were iunning everywhere and not d all hsmv. ltre gnbte damaee thi
bad occurred to the poor Crermans tEt were srperrrising qeraimi'thery $ere crag
running aound like drooks with thir h€ads crit off, wE sasyed dear aid c/Btcfted as this would
giw the boys a b'it of a break fton the nmnal rutrine. I{fuk it wasnt qr fauft the Gernans
che*edtheouplbg



Every man for himself was the rule as the surveyed the scene and startd to clean uo the
mess. Every-now and then vou would catch someone lariehine and the euards would vdl ari{ hit
ot. The BABS m chief fsbnan anived and did he rm a-ueai, vou could hea him foi miles. l.Io
equipment ras wuting in tbe qruy ardyou couldhearhis *fiosaomd the guarry. he *arted
in m us but hovr oonld we hdp fauftv equibmeot and we had dme our be* to ccreC-the oroblem
by trying torciped gr€at riEE toffrisdiei. As we had made qrcl a noige abou it the siards all
oodM agr€em€nt to this. WiEresses had told of our demils. It was finally esablished 1-fu1 3 link
had brr*€n and amqrds this mess wto n€nr what nagm uias which. So ft nasnt our fauh at a[
and we ould hmdly keer the smiles of orn &ces

You shq{d have seen tb BABS, he ranted ad ravod like a wild man bodevilbd, he tue
d his bair h hb tefip€r, tten thrw a lrge piee of iron at one of my mdes who iu* avoided it.
Hefimlly leffandthea ffiodin m tbmen in theo6erargine, th€y bramddy siid the sare as
us about the incid€nl

had to be achieved. This cras the mlv niay badi to orn qrltrry and the rffiers inad us stav foiil
they had tbing fired W-tenpaarily. Alt thd heavy equiprmt das bought in and hundreds rif rwr
trorr, woffing to cl€zr the w8y.

I was tenifiod as d of tb mea pasced me thy wimhed c rsed me on dre back to
sbowthey under*md Br* if theGerman irnCer*md then we wurld s* a bule in the eoma{h
for our toublcs While we werc rruded bv order. ee eneine ran qrt if c,at€r aod it had a mod
fire in the grxe,, re fiod to wm-thm ad t[ry tdd us b klep away. Next thins we nerw drJfire
had hrnt ahrurg! the fuahtc in tte boiler. lte Gernans nuited around not kniyine what to do.
This rcally pt tb icing oo the cake as a new me cod abou 2qX) crarks. The BAB-S sDart€d up
again ydling at fu Cremsns thfu time Qrite a fen' day wort b clean up and this sloweil
6o&x*bofortheareamdweptaunywithitbuthadtolrveycaefirt Frtimthattimeonttre
Bdtish€rs were not allowed to &iveai erginss emin.

dbingcorldposs
This rras a very busy line ag il served two quardes, the dirt tip and the tnrcking yar4
: corld Bss urlil ttre ms was deaned ro and tlrca the renroval of marw broksr crjponsrys cEF cleaned rp and tlrca the rcrnorral of rnany bnokor vragons

36. Futting Buicuils in the Pockets of the Sentries
Of corrse there crere otlrcr rravs of pettine bacft at the sentrOf corrse thcre were othc rmys of geting back at the sentries but the Crman ar*hchies were
ver5r.sbict wi{ stealing.cr'€n- ton_ prironers pmcds, if_aoy s€trty yvas caugbt it meantpf,,cds, if any s€trty was caugh it meant

;pccds.lVhen the parcel ms pfcked ry someim.prirmment, Soq e seaties q.!e wtile c€osuiry prcds. $ihei the paicel ms up some
priioners.nould stp a fen' bisaritr i4o the nasty "*inries pogke wml soirooni fieA-to-nim to
di$rae hin Th€o thef snuld tip off fre rurdeofficer tbai th€ry lud sa birn relrins rhin6, fiom
the pards. We cudd-alnravs fuid wirresses and he was usualli burd pnriltv and had'to 6e onethepards. Wegquld always fuldthepards. Wecodd always findwirrcsses and hewas usr.rallv burd grihv and hailto serve one
weekg serteace This woulil en$re the seotries had to be fair id then-of rirurse those that q/€re
bund guity w-onld get veryjggr€ssive0ne suclr smy n€s preseat u&en he was srper'vising a
fisong cuple a wagon Their was about tweofy of us reseot when the Gernaa &iver ed
infront of the hrge railway eagine hffer wheu he-was ryihe to cupple up and a uison€r insi'de
thecab mshitov€rthehtdwithariflebusard he fell airoc$ the driot{e-and the ensine nov€d
fuumd crushing tbe &ive in t[e che$. He .tied instadly with* a mrnd ripfu in ftoff of us and
the senEies just laughed out htd Wbd sut of mind do you have to bave to-<b this.

Things wee gening pilrsy deryerae and we w€re gefing o the end sf orr te$er, mog
rs being {biven bEr@d the limit We culd s€nso that thinps wete not mins wdl with thethepisoners being &iven bEond thdlidl We cotrld s€nsc thi things were nd mins wdl

wa fu the Germans bv tfte wav then trded us There were no srniles m nri frEs enrwafutheCximansbytheway they-tded us Therewererp mites an odftft ad m silly
panks o-rjokes, *,e wry se{!o wdk d a lilge @l &rry which sEs sitBatsd d tlE side of thb
$anrrand gilge railnray line IMe were wq&ing-ttere and n&ched as a large train want bv canvins
mal fg tbe dmo. The men w€lt stflrdinp-r-o the enrhankrnent n hit tn clear the r;in ;d ;mal fs ihe. drrnrp. The qen wae *mding-rp the embankmeat a Uitlo dec ee min ad iq)ar r([ urE sulrp. rne rrrEn wetE g8n(Ilrg l.p gE emDanrm€ar a Dtr Io cle4r me tiun a{ a
ScCsrnm slid rbvrn straiglt orfo th€ ha*s ind the train just otr hin to piece$ thorving bit of the
body abort as alt the whdCs passed over him. We had t6 Dick him uo ind Dlaced hid in sev€ral
bagstobecarriedba&tothe-bmad$.Thefoltowingday ialf th Bdfi$h trtops were allowed o
attend theftmeral which mead balf a day offfutheprisoners.



Ge he had a lot of friends aod the setries did not like it a bit bd dre underofficet had siven the
comfilatrd and cra$ not going to change it. We softed out who shorld go md the weak*and sick
w€re decided on, so I had to go ba* to wslc

One very cdd day we u/€re nffering a r€trisal fu some incident which no sre could
urderstand as we had to $and d atentiqr for some-hours, wdl if anyone daned to move he world
be struck down by the sentry, This ums beooming a mue Aequent eveot my rmte Richards aad
Audralian fdl &wn ftint The scntry came over ind hit him wirile he uras qi the sqnd eo,srins
he sayed unconscious fq a while. We lder were rlismicqed and hetped him ba* io the barads.-

37, IIow Much Can We Stand.
Therevastbsameru$inedry afterday andthe i[ftahfftrt incrrcod arthe qdr w€nt wqre fq
the Gsruans Tke were some fismets being exchsnged for Ciermas thd were hdd bq the
a[iesandwurdhdgrn ilundvery qd*ly in&ed. There was an inrpectio by dE undrroftcer
and some dher @, one of wM came ftom Red Croos. Sorre very weak rismers were taken
away from our an€a and neryer s€ea agai& this 6en was ho,ry we drrld ser'home, by excbanee
fotrr Gerrans fq two weak Britishers drdt oould banlty walk Thd war-sfrmgly'nriruned tFd
this was going to be a we*ly arcol.

I ag€ed with hirtr- IIe care oyer to s€e m€ later to ask if I was serioug and I said I had
bear herc for yean and of oorrse I wqrld do anything to get anay. WeIl nid I how re we going
toFaqgeit,totransformcn*imy framtolooktati6lysi*im mreaUy Ue so. All thii haii
tobeachiwedbytlEadof thewa*r 

I
Several busy days hrd me dah€d durerry but oy brain ju$ could nc* ome up withan

ideT and time was sliping avay. One nigttr Richrds casie in and said he bd eome i&i's so we
discus€d atl meoner of hair brained idea\ some very fmlish and some dormrigit dangerouq
vihen one of th! qisoners came q$ with an i& m hdjr, be bad soounged sone c&Ate ai'a biit just in Fse. ok I -sqr! bow ry we userhis to gei sicE ard one fdbry 

-said 
s*"atloqr it of course,

some of the men said they bad heard it was very poismcns ad w{xild til you, oh what the hedi
we had nothing to loce fud time bd nm out. wb talkd mse abort it bri wb tbea divid the
trdiEhtotcreportionssndboth sunlloned it on the Wd I wait€d alt night ud Ming muci
bap@ so Ibctted sore moreand scallowedit.

By midday I wasnt feding too good and € crysre said I looked very ill which didn't
hdp. It semed t[e more I worted the si*er I got. By the end of wo*t I was vdr' sidc The Cher
men had to hdp ne. I was puffine and nrnning a iemperrture as therr hehed me b6ck to the
Barracks" Rich'trd's came ov& to s€€ me be wa$it feelinjg roo mod eitlier but oc as bad as me-
If urly theRedGoss andtheGernanswouldomenos,:It waliu$ nd Do$ffible fs me to m to
cro{t the ffd day as I had bq t*en to tb &ctor, he was sipicious'and kt me *ay ii the
bara*s.

By fre time the others gn* bec& ftom vmrt I rvas so si* I couldtrt gg up ed thery thought
I was nad and was gong to die two days since Eting the codite ilA 'foas I sidc I was
beginning to think l woul&rt nnlre ir Thenbxt mningthery had a E'ab with the un&offiss
and Red Cross, The men dngged me out and nrpported-me b€carse I edd mt Sand The
underoffisand Red Goss @n came over and lmlked at me and fonounced to sic& take him to
bspital Tbe senCries helped me bac& to the bmad<s" I fdt 166iSfu 3a{ ttrinkine abcut it I wifud
I uras d€ad" Later I heard th* Richardb was aken away. The docr cme [canrrr rember
mu(h brt tb€ next day I feding a litlebcter.

3E A Last Chance
The hoqihl doda came aroud to *e me and had me shifted om b a room where some men
came and Frt me m a lo,rry. Well ba& to mv barrado amin I suuoosed The lmrv bumoed alms
and finelly *oppe{ I was pushed out and f6ll heavity on tne mirid- es I hy thr# in a^crumdd
heap just oqlsciurs I heard a voice and sofre tn€n ibned hilpine me up but I couldnt' Sind-
smeone grabbedmeaodcalled out Cal, CaL It wasRiMs ird-wewere waiting fqa aain



Its all very fuzzy but we bordered and the train took us across the boarder into I{olland. I couldnt
care less at that stage. Each movernent of tle train made me fed sicker if that was posible. We
anived and I dont rernember anything mqe rmtil waking rp one day in a Dutch Hospital being
cared for.

Wbitre in hospital recovering for some w.eks the Armistice was signed, it was all over and
th€re I was as sick as a dog in hospital another two wee&s went by and I was transfef,r€d to
England and sent to a r€habilitation hmpital in Weymor.ch !o stay for a finther rwo months before
being senthome to Austalia. Yol beauty I was ping homg I was really going home. It didnt
seem possible and I simply couldnt beliere it I was going home...

I[y fdher wnc lwne aniving 6 Porilend Vinoia arrd tlrs, truil$eftd to tltc f@nily ot
Maryboraqhwhte mdiul tramot vlos avuiloblz A[rd Briant Eve lwe for a whili a]td tltst
tuught a prqnyfor &lad Ia 6 CXzar Springs tufu boweet tullam and tuylgotd" T?tc
property tws rich baw srril wbh a large lal<c on thc lower sifu $ a large spring tlfr fuiW
clear frah vnterflmvd orn of a cn c ahori eighteat indus abwe the gmmd level fuwing inm
the lake which ttus shallaw rr$ter at a nuirnilm of two fed frun lwre down to the atd of the
I&.e dbrg tvto kndrds yutds, The tuto @rning ow of the spring Ind a s6elz tatte bn this Isd.
disappret hy the time it flo*d wer thc rurJ<s ittto thc cr&. This vfls were the lnuse \evs
built. I lave beat n the pmpetty wiftmy fahcr ail he uplaind t+here qerything tws. Jwt a
fewpieces lSt, here mdthoem verify his snry.

hd uuldnt settlr dowrt very we)l ud began to wvt t to twn oturld rd*hing tltc
fteedan Iu had- He t&, his wlhy andfnourite lwrce and off he unuld go for tle dry, fuilatst,
fuylzsford wlure a,er. Onz iby he watt dott the rud to a towt mlled Navtyn ud, found tlu
fantiD tlw Ind sat Wrvls to hin as a prisuwr. Nellic Ydlnttd had laitted some so&s utd t+ns
vury glad n see hl otd tha Iu ws *,It rlm.s jwt a fluke tlat tltc sod<s fowd here woy to dad
bt^E orw thing dad lwd naiced tws lut, Nellies oWzr sister and chd's ttow Mton ond hd mct.


